sive training program for both the National Guard and
the Regular Army; a course at Fort Gordon, Ga., designed
to improve coordinated planning by civil police, the Reg-
ular Army, and the National Guard; and a significantly
expanded planning effort by the Army. Planning pro-
gressed rapidly and by January 31, 1968, new plans had
been prepared for Federal and National Guard forces
to deal with simultaneous civil disturbances within the
continental United States.

The Detroit riot of July 19G7 prompted the Army Chief
of Staff to establish on August 4, 1967, a task group to
study every aspect of the Army's role in civil disturbances.

Foremost among the projects of the task group was
the development of a revised civil disturbance plan. Its
purpose was to provide the basic guidance necessary for
the development of plans at all levels to insure that De-
partment of the Army responsibilities in civil disturbance
operations were promptly and effectively accomplished.
Subordinate headquarters were to implement the depart-
mental plans by preparing the necessary operational and
supporting plans.

Planning packets. On August 25, 1967, the Department
of the Army sponsored a conference on civil disturbances
to discuss the planning, coordination, and liaison to be
undertaken between the Army, the National Guard, anc!
local officials. Following the conference, the Army in-
stituted liaison visits to all State Adjutants General within
the continental limits of the United States and prepared
planning packets on a number of cities in which there was
reason to believe, on the basis of available information,
that there might be future civil disturbances. The purpose

Stale Police arc jnined by National Guard, called upon to
assist during demonstrations on the campus of the University
of Maryland in 1971. (Washington Evening Star photo)

of the packets was to assist Federal forces to be IT,ore
responsive during the first few hours of Federal
commitment;,,

The packets summarized vital statistics 'of the local
government, including its recent history of civil disturb-
ances, and the training readiness of local police forces.
The packets also listed Federal, State, and local agencies
and officials, important commercial firms, utility and
transportation companies, and airports and helicopter
landing zones. Each packet contained annotated maps
showing the locations of all important facilities.

Plan outline. Planning assumed that civil disturbances
could occur simultaneously in 25 high priority areas.
Planners also anticipated that the total strength of forces
involved might reach five brigades of lOjOOO men in each
high priority area. This figure included all participating
services and Reserve components plus supporting ele-
ments, with the exception of Washington, D.G., where
forces totaling 30,000 troops were planned.

Operations and support plans were prepared for each
of the 25 high priority areas to include provisions for em-
ploying available National Guard and designated Reserve
units. Twenty-six civil disturbance task force headquar-
ters (one for each high priority city, except Washington,
D.C., for which two were provided) were designated to
insure timely and effective response to disturbances oc-
curring simultaneously in different geographical areas.

In addition, planning provided for prepositioning com-
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